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INTRODUCTION. 


-AVING animadverted upon Mr. H's 
Finiſhing Stroke, I proceed to ward oft the 
firft blow, which the rev. Mr. Berridge has 
: given to practical religion. But, before 1 
mention his miſtakes, I mutt do juſtice to his perſon. 
It is by no means my deſign to reprefent him as a 
divine, who either leads a looſe life, or intends to hurt 
the Redeemer's intereſt. His conduct as a chriſtian | 
is exemplary ; his labours as a miniſter are great; and 
I am perſuaded that the wrong touches, which he 
gives to the ark of godlineſs, are not only undefigned, 
but 7ztended to do God ſervice. | 
There are ſo many things commendable in the 
pious vicar of Everton, and ſo much truth in his 
Chriſtian world unmaſked, that I find it an hardſhip to 
expoſe the unguarded parts of that performance. 
But the cauſe of this hardſhip is the ground of my 
apology. Mr. B. is a good, an excellent man, there- 
tore the antinomian errors, which go abroad into the 
2 world 
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world with his letters of recommendation, ſpeak in his 
evangelical ſtrain, and are armed with the poignancy 
of his wit, cannot be too ſoon pointed out, and too 
carefully guarded againſt, I flatter my telt, that this 
confiderarion will procure me his pardon, for taking 
the liberty of diſpatchiug his “ walant /crgeant,” 
with ſome doſes of rational and ſeriptural ant idote tor 
thoſe, who have drunk into the pleating miſtakes of 
his book, and want his piety to hinder them trom car- 
ry iug ſpeculative into practical antinomianiſm. 


— ——ñ 


FIRST. SECTION. 


Mr. Berridge advances the capital error of 
the antinomians, when he ſays, that Faith 
muſt UTTERLY exclude ALL juſtification by 
works :” and when he repreſents ** the paſſport 
cf obedience” as a paper-kite. 


NE of my opponents has juſtly obſerved, that 

„the principal cauſe of controverſy among 
„Hus,“ is the doctrine of our juſtification by the 
evorks of faith in the day of judgment. At this ram- 
part of practical godlineſs Mr. B. levels ſuch propo- 
htions as theſe in his Chr:/tian world unmaſked, 2d. 
Edition, p- 170, 171. FixAL juſtification by faith is 
the CAPITAL dodtrinc of the gojpl— Faith being the term 
of jalvation, Sc. muſt CTTERLY exclude ALL nuſtifica> 
tion hy vor- And p. 26, we read of av» ABSOLUTE 
impoſſibility of being juftified IN ANY MANNER by our 
SVOFKS. 

If theſe poſitions are true, ſay, reader, if St. 
James, St. Paul, and Jeſus Chritt did not advance 
great untruths when they ſaid: By works a man :3 
JUSTIFIED and not hy faith only. Jam. ii. 24. For 
rot the heavers of the law [of Chi] arc it before God, 
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but the voERs ſhall be jusSTIFLIED, &c. in the day cue 
God hall judge the ſecrets of men by Jus Chriſt. Rom . 
ii. 13, 16. For [adds our Lord, when ſpeaking ot 
the day of judgment] by thy wor Ds thor ſhall he yosT1- 
FIED, &c. Mat. xii. 37. Chriſttan reader, ſay who 
is miſtaben, Chriſt and his apoſtles, or the late Fellow 
of Clare-hall ? 


$ Mr. B. goes farther ſtill. Without ceremony 
he ſhuts the gates of heaven againſt every man, who 
ſceks ro be juſtified by <vorks, according to our Lord's 
and St. James's doctrine. For when he has aſſured 
us p. 171, that faith muff UTTERLY exclude ALL juſ+ 
tification by works, he immediately adds And the 
% man, who ſeeks to be juſtified by his paſſport of obedi- 
e ence, vill find no paſſage through the city gates.“ 
Might not our author have unmaſked calvinifm a little 
more, and told the chriſtian world, that the man who 
minds what Chriſt ſays ſhall be turned into hell? 

See the boldueſs of folifidianifm *! In our Lord's 
days believers were to keep their mouths as with a 
bridle, and to abſtain from every idle avord, left in the 
day of judgment they ſhould not be juffified. In St. 
John's time they were to do Chriffs commandments, 
that they might enter through the gates into the city, Rev. 
xxii. 14, but in our days a goſpel-miniſter aſſures us, 
p. 171, that the believer, who according to our 
Lord's doctrine ſeeks to be ed by his paſſport of 
&* obedience, vill find x o paſſage through the city-gates. 
He may talk of the tree of life, and ſoar up with his 
„ PAPER-KITE to the gates of paradiſe, but will find 
i cutrauce. -I grant it, if an antinomian pope has 

St. 


__ 


—_— al 


© Solfidioniſm is the doctrine of the Solifidians; and the Soll. 
cant are men, who, becauſe finners are juſtified [ala fide] by soLE 
FAITH, in the day of converſion, infer as Mr. B, that © believing 
** 15 the coral term of all ſalvation,” and conclude as Mr. H. that 
the doctrine of final juſtification by the works of faith in the great 
Gay, is e fl! of rattenneſs and deadly fein.“ It is a Softer word 
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St. Peter's key; but ſo long as Chriſt has the key ot 
David; fo long as he opens, and no ſolifidian ſhuts ; 
the dutiful ſervant, inſtead of being ſent flying ro hell 
after the paper-kite” ot obedience, will, through 
his Lord's merits, be honourably admitted into hea- 
ven by the paſiport of good works, which he has about 
him. For, though the remembrance of his fins and 
the ſight of his Saviour, will make him aſhamed to 
produce it; yet he had rather die ten thouſand deaths, 
than be found without it. The celettial Porter, 
after having kindly open'd it for him, will read it 
before an innumerable company of angels, and ſay, 
Enter into the joy of thy Lord, for I was hungry and 
thou gaveſi me meat : &c, Mat. xxv. 35, &c. 


& If the vicar of Everton throws in an antinomian 
caveat againſt this paſſport of obedienceyf,” and 
ridicules it ſtill as a ** paper-4ite,”” Iſaiah and St. Paul 
will ſoon filence him. Open ye the gates, ſays the 
evangelical prophet, that the righteous nation which 
keepeth the truth of the R as well as of 
the goſpel-doctrines, may enter in : for adds the evan- 
gelical apoſtle, C:ircumcifion — all profeſſions of 
faith] is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of 
God. Yea, though I have ALL FAITH and no charity, 7 
am nothing. If. xxvi. 2, 1 Cor. vii. 19, xiii. 2. 

If I am at the 8 when Mr. B. will ex- 
claim againſt the“ paſſport of obedience,” I think 
I ſhall venture to check his imprudence by the follow - 
ing queſtions. Can there be a medium between zo: 
having a A F obedience, and having one of diſobe- 
dience ? Muſt a man, to the honour of free grace, 
rake a paſſport of refractorineſs along with him? 
Mutt he bring a certificate of adultery and murder to 

be 
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_ + T speak only of the obedience of fairh. It is only for ht obe- 
dience, and for the <vrks of faich that St. James pleads in his epiſ- 
tle, Mr. W. in the Minutes, and I in the Checks. All other 
obedience 15 #;/excere, all other works phariſaical. 
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be welcome into the new Jeruſalem? I am perſuaded 
that with the utmoſt abhorrence Mr. B. antwers No / 
But his great Diana, fpeaks louder than he, and fays 
betore all the world: “ There is no need that he 
* ſhould hare a teſtimonium of adultery and murder, 
© but he may it he pleaſes; nay, it he is ſo incli- 
© ned, he may get a diploma of treachery and inceſt: 
&« it will never invalidate his title to glory; for it 
& David and the inceſtudus Corinthian had /av/ng 
& faith, inamiſible eternal life, and fi ſalvation, 
when they committed their crimes ; and it Faith or 
© BELIEVISG [as Mr. Berridge affirms, p. 165.] is the 
TOTAL term of ALL ſalvation,” why might not every 
chriſtian, it he is fo minded, murder his neighbour, 
worſhip idols, and gratity even inceſtuous luſts as well 
as primitive backfliders, without riſking his Aube 
ſalvation ? Upon this antinomian axiom advanced by 
Mr. B. Believing is the TOTAL term of ALL falva- 
tion,” I lay my engine, a grain of reaſon, and atk 
every wnprejudiced perſons who is able to conclude 
that two and two make four, whether we may not, 
without any magical power, heave morality out of the 
world, or Calviniſm out of the church? 
It Mr. Berridge pleads, that when he ſays, p. 168, 
& Believing is the ro AL. term of ALL ſalvation,” he 
means a faith“ including and producing all obedi- 
ence:” I reply, Then he gives up ſolifidianiſm, he 
means the very faith which I contend tor in the 
Checks; and preſſing him with his own definition ot 
faith; 1 alk, How can a ** faith including all ob- 
dience,” include murder, as in the caſe of David 5 ulo- 
latry, as in the caſe of Solomon; Hu, curfing and 
denying Chrift, as in the caſe of Peter; andeven incy/, 
as in the caſe of the apoſtate Corinthian ? Are mur- 
der, idolatry, curling, and inceſt, . all obedicnce?” -A 
Mr. B. replies No: Then David, Solomon, &e. loit 
the juſtifying faith of St Paul, when they loſt the j4/7: y 
Lag wworks of St. James; and fo Mr. B. gives up rhe 
point together with Calviniſm, -It he favs 2% : be 
129i. 


„„ Sec. 2. 


not only gives up St. James's juſtification, but quite 
unmaiſks antinomianiſin; ; and the rational world who 
come and peep,” may fee that his doctrine of 
grace is not a caſte, but a great Diana, who pays as 
little regard to decency, as the does to ſcripture. 

It this is a ſophitm, I humbly intreat the learned 
Fellow of Clare-hall to convince the world of it, by 
ſhewing where the fallacy lies. He can do it, if it 
can be done, having conſumed a dal of a at a 
© noted Hall at Cambridge, in lighting up a” good 
* underſtanding,” even atter he Mus declared ys of 
the art of logic, But it the dilemma is forcible, 
and grinds calviniſm as between an upper and a nether 
mill-ſtone, I hope that he will no longer oppole the 
dictates of reaſon, merely to pour contempt upon our 
Lord's doctrine of a believer's juſtification by the 
works of faith; and to ſport himſelf with obedience, 
rendered as ridiculous as Sampſon was, when the 
Philiſtines treated him as a blind mill-horſe. 
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SECOND SECTION. 


Containing an account of the doctrine of the 
Solifidians with reſpect to St. Fames's goſpel- 
law, or law of liberty, which Mr. B. indirectly 
calls a cobweb; and with reſpect to ſincere 
obedience, which be directly calls a jack- 

* o Janthorn; 


E have already ſeen how Mr. B. gives the paſs 
port of obedience to the winds as a boyiſh trum- 


pery. To render the ** paper-kite” more contemptible, 
p. 145, he tics to ĩt lasten of a tail, @ ſpruce new ſet 
** of duties half a yard long, called 3 ical, 
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„ aud evangelically-legal, unknown to d and 
62 apa Ale i, But dijcor 1 lately by Jome DEG 410185 Le „He- 
*% zen,” Juſt as it I, who have reatured upon 
thoſe expreſſions, to indicate the harmony that tub- 
fiſts between the promiſes of the goſpel and the duties 
of the law of liberty, and Mr. Wetley who has let 
thoſe compounded words paſs in the ſecond check, 
were the firit men who have taught, that believers are 
unt without latv to God, but naler a law to Chrife. 
3 Cur. it, 21; Juſt as it no body Had ſaid before us, 
Do we make woid we lat through faith, or through the 
goſpel * God forbid! Tea, <ve c ll the lat, Rom. vi. 
31. That is, by preaching = /t, that - * by low, 
we eſtabliſh the moral Law ; tor love is the fulfilling of” 
ity and he that loveth anther has fulfill the lacy, Rom, 
X11, 8. 10. Not inde<d the ceremonial law of Mo— 
ſes, tor ceremonies and lee are not the ſame thing; 
nor yet the Adamic law ot innocence, tor if the apol- 
tle had ſpoken of that law, he would have ſaid, e 
that has ALWAYS loved 2 avith PERFECT has 
has fulfilled the law: Therefore he evidently ſpeaks 
of the evangelical law, preached thus by St. James to 
believers, So /prak ye, and ſo do, as they that Hall be 
ju 'ged by the Law OF LIBERTY, Jam. i. 12. A law 
which is fo called, not becauſe it gives us the leait 
liberty to ſin ; but becauſe, during the day of falva- 
tion, it indulges us with tbe precious liberty to repent 
of our former fins, and come to Chriit ior — on, 
and for ſtronger ſupplies of ſanctifying grace. 
However, Mr. Berridge, as it 1 antinomians 
had already burned St. James's epiſtle, ſays, p. 144. 
atter [peaking of the law of Innocence given to Adam 
before the fall, ** All ether laws,” [and confequently 
the law of li her- 1 & are cobruebs of an human braix: 
What, Sir, do you think, that Moles was a ſpiritual 
ſpider, when he wore the ceremonial law 7. Can you 
pottibly imagine that David's man, whoſe delight 
15 2 THE LAW of the Lord, meditatcs day and night i a 
LAW, Which bids him fond upon his own lg, and 
C 2 aviolucely 
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abſclutely deſpair of mercy upon * a ngle trip ? 
would vou on ſecond thoughts fay, that St. Paul and 
St. James weave ** ce in the brains of mankind 
u hen they declare, that He end of the COMMANDMENT 
{ or of Chriſt's law] 7s charity fem a pure heart, a good 
conſcience ard faith unfeizned; when they ſpeak of 
YULFILLING te royal latv according to the ſcripture, 
f tou alt love thy neighbour as thyſelf; or when they 
atlure us, that he who lweth another HATH FULFIL 
Lb ir; and exhort us to Scar ore another's burdens 
and fo FCLFILL THE Law or CurisT? Sce 1 Tim. 
i. 5. Jam. ii. 8, Gal. v. 13. and Gal. vi. 2. 


$ I ſhall not borrow here the raſh expreſſion, which 
Mr, Berridge uſes when he contounds original wor- 
thineſs, and derived merit, and reflects upon Chriſt, 
who evidently attributes the latter to believers: I ſhall 
not fay, that my new opponent's miſtake ** 5 exongh 
to make + a devil bluſh ;”” but I may venture to at- 
firm, that betore he can prove, the /aw of liberty 18 a 
* cooaveb,” he mult not only burn St. James's epi = 
ur 


+ How ftrangcly may prejudice influence a good man! Mr. Ber- 
ridge p. 164, &c. raiſes a maſked battery again the article of the 
minutes, where Mr. Welley hints, that tbe werd merit might be uſed 
in a ſcriptural ſenſe to expreſs what Dr. Owen, by an uncouth cir- 
cumlocution, calls, The rewardable condecency, that our whole obedi- 
ence, through God's gracias afpoiniment, has nnto eternal life.--- 
« Oh, Sir, | ſays Mr. B.] God mutt abominate the pride, the inſa- 
© lence of human pride, which could dream of ei: it is enough 
* to make 2 devil bluſh.” There is great truth in theſe words, if 
Mr. B. ſpeaks only of proper merit, or me'it of condignneſs : but if 
he extends them to the evangelical worHines fo frequently men- 
tioned by our Lord; if he applies them to improper merit, generally 
called merit of Dong. ity, he indirectly charges Chriſt with teaching 
a eoctrine fo exceſſively diabolical, that the devil himſelf would be 
aſhamed of it : and what is more ſurpriſing till, if I miſtake not, 
hc indirectly inforces the dreadful hereſy himſelf by an 1L IL us 
TRATION, W hich tl Jame degree {hows how Cad rewa! (5 us 60 for” 
Our .W orks, and ac ding to” our works. A tender-hearted 
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but (weep away the epiitles ot St. Paul to the Romans 
and to the Galatians ; together with the law, the 
prophets, and the pfalms. While he conſiders whe- 
ther the tree of antinomianiſm will yield a befom 
ſtrong enough tor that purpoſe, I beg leave to dwell 
4 moment upon another of his miſtakes. It reſpects 
obedience and good works, againit which ſolifidians 
indirectly wage an eternal war. It runs through ſeve- 
ral pages, but centres in the following unguarded 
propolitious. ' 


C 3 . 36 


« gentlemen [ſays he] employs two labourers out of charity, to 
« weed a little ſpot of four ſquare yards. Both are old and much 
„ decrepit, but one is ſtronger than the other. The ſtronger weeds 
« three yards, and receives three crowns : the weaker weedeth one, 
and recerves one crown, Now b»th. the labourers are rewarded 
«© Fo R the:r labour, and Ac con td To their labour, but 
nat for the Mut of their labour.”---Granted, if e is 
taken in the ſeaſe of profer merit, or merit of condignneſs and equ:- 
valence; but abſolutely denied if it is taken in the ſruſe of proper 
court hiuc ſ, or meu of 49%. 1ty.== Let TN. A; (MatSy the mott 
la nous of all the papiſt d:vines, bring his itandard of eie and 
meature Mr. B. and :t the vicar of Everton | how loud foever he 
may excla.m agamit the won is not found holding the Do © 
TRINE Of wmeris of congruity as much as Mr. Baxter, let me for 
ever forfeit all preteations to a gram of common ſenſe. The an- 
„ gelic Doctor defines mort thus: Dicitur albquis were ex con- 
dig ua, quando invenitur xqualitas interpræemium et merifun foe 
„ cundum zſtimationem : ox cog autem, tantum quando talis 
« xqualitas non mventtur: fed folum tooundum Lberalitatem dantts 
* munus tr.buitur quod dautem decet.”--- That is, A man is ſaid 
„ ro merit with a e of CONGEG 1 e(s"” i. e. t me ru Free 
& when upon an average there ap, cars an equality berwet a the re- 
Ward and the merit. Bat he is faid to merit only with a were of 
& cmgriity [ i, e. to merit mp! perl; | when there isn ſuch cquainty 
and when a benefactor out oi mere liberal'ty makes 2 prefent, 
* which it becomes him to make. = Nou, let cand'd mea compare 
Mr. Berridge's 1 LU5 TRATION, With the dein, that the 
moſt renowned papiſt doctor has given us of ne it; and let them ſay 
it Mr. B. initcad of ſplitting rhe hair, docs not maintain, and 1 5. - 
LUSTKATE the doetrins of mivit f ; and if one of 
the bluthes which he fappotes our Lord's dottrine of erbe, or 
merit Word bring ayon the face of forne modett devil, does not be- 
come the author of the chrittian world woamatked, more than tlie 

author of the Minutes. | 
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P. 35. Il. 18. Sincere obedirnice 75 10 tere mentioned it 
the goſprl as a coxnDitION of /alvation; and p. 36. 
I. 4, Works have no ſhare in the covenant of grace as a 
cox DbITIoNY of fe, I grant it, it by ſalvation; mn 
the firſt propoſition, and by I in the ſecond, Mr. 
B. means ix TAI /alvat/on, and F'fe BEGUN in the 


world of grace. For undoubtedly the free gift is come | 


upon all men to tuftification, or ſalvat ion trom the 
F guilt of original ſin, and conſequently to 
ſome interett in the divine tavour previous to all obe- 
dience and works. Again and again have I obſerved, 
that as by one man's dijobedience, many | ot Tox Ae, the 
multitudes of men] were made fiuners ; fo by the obedi- 
ence of one, many [ 24 ToAXxci, the multitudes of men] 
all, to the end of the world, be made righteous, i. e. 
partakers of the above · mentioned juſtification, in con- 
ſequence ot Chriit's atonement and the talent of free 
grace, and ſupernatural light, which cgi, every 
man that comes into the worlds [Compare Rom. v. 18, 
19, with John i. 4, 5, 9. Far from oppoſing this 
initial Lt of free grace, this SALVATION wrconditio- 
ally b:gun, Laſſert its neecſity againſt the Pelagians, 
and its reality againſt the papiſts and Calviniſts, who 
agree to maintain, that God has ab/alztely * repro- 
bated a- conſiderable part of mankind. But Mr. 

| Berridge's 


” 
— — 


* Some of my readers will wonder at my coupling the Calviniſts 
and the Ramaniits, when I ſpeak of thoſe who hold ae, repro- 
baticn: but my obſervation is founded upon matter of fact. Me 
are too well acquainted with the opinion of the Calviniſts concerning 
the veſſels of wrath. The ſentiments of the Papiſt: not being o 
public, may be brought to light by the following anecdote. Being 
unne years ago at Ganges in the ſouth of France, I went with Mr. 
Pemaret, the proteſtant miniſter of that town, to recommend to divine 
mercy the foul of a woman dying in child-bed. When we came 
out of the houie, he ſaid: Did you take notice of the perſon 
who was by the bed-fide? He is a man-midwife, and a ftre- 
nuous papiſt. You ſce by the conſequences that this poor woman 
\ had a very hard labour. As it was doubtful whether the child would 
be born alive, he inhited upon baptizing it in the womb, avec une 
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Berridge's propofitions are antinomianiſm unmaſked, 
it he extends their meaning (as his ſcheme does) 


— 


— 


ſeriugre, according to cuſtom. The proteſtant women in the room, 
exclaimed againſt his intention of tormenting a woman in that extre- 
mity, by fo ridiculous and needlets an operavon. Needleſs | replied 
he, how can you call that needlets, which will fave a foul ? Do you 
mt know that if the child dies unbaptized, it will certainly be loft? 
The dactrine of the Romiſh Church en free wrath, or fee repro 
bation, for the myriads of infants, who die without baptiſm all tle 
world over. 

U beg leave to confirm this anecdote by a fie teſtimony. My 
opponents have frequently mentioned the agreement of my ſentiments 
with thoſe of the Popith champion Beilarmine. This gave me a de- 
fire of looking into his works, Accordingly I procured them lait 
winter; and, to my great ſurpriſe before I had read a page, I found 
him a peculiar admirer of the great predeſtinarian St. Avguit.nr, 
whom he perpetually quotes. Nay, he is fo ſtrenuous an atfertor of 
Calviniitic election, that, to prove We can give nv accmme of Gad 
« eleftion an or fart,” among the reaſons advanced by Calvin, Coles, 
Zanchius, &c. in ſupport of uncoaditional election and reprobation, 
he propoſes the following argument, © Tertia ratio, &c. ducitur a 
« parvulorum diverſitate, quorum aliqui rapiuntur ſtatim a baptiſmo, 
alii paulo ante baptiſmum, quorum priores ad gloriam prædeſtinato- 
rum, poſter:ores ad pa:nam reproborum pertinere non eſt dubium: 
nec poſſunt hic ulla merita previſa, ullusve bonus uſus liberi arbi- 
triß, aut gratiz fingi.” Bell. Otera De gratia & libero artitria. 
Cap. V. Abe pi, 1611. p. 766. That is, © The third veaſon is 
taken, from the different lot of lie children; ſome being ſnatched im- 
mediately after baptiſm, and others a little before baptiſm: The 
tf mer of whom undoubtedly go to the glory of the eleft; and the 
later, to the prnifhment of the reprobatcs. Nor can any deſert 
fort/cen, or any goud r-ſe of free-will or of grace be here preten= 
d. This argument is truly worthy of the cauſe which it ſup- 
ports. The very eflence of Calviniſm is an irreconcileable oppoſition 
to the ſecond goſpel-axiom. And as Bellarmine's argument demo- 
lithes that axiom, (it being impoſſible that the dammation of reprobated 
infants thould be from themſelves) he neceſſarily builds ap calviniſm, 
ith all its gracious dottrines, I might here return my laſt opponent 
theſe words of his Finiſhing Stroke, p. 15, which be writes in 
capitals, © So BELLARMINE'S* Ste, Sir, what company 
you are again ford in: But I do not admire ſuch arguments. 
Were Father Walſh and Cardinal Bellarmine in the right, it would 
be no more difgrace to Mr. Hill to ſtand between them both, than it 
is to me to beſieve with the Cardinal, that Chriſt has ſaid, In the day 
4 I dguent ty thy words ſhalt thou be juſtified. For, as a diamond 

ves not become a pebble upon the finger of a papift, fo truth docs 
not become a lie under his pen. 


«c 
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to fur hl ſaltut ion, and to a ef glory, uncond:- 
tronally beſtou 'd upon adulteruus backiluers : tor 
frucere obediciice, or the good works or faith, are a 
condition ſor, to uie Mr. B's word, 4 e] 
indiſpen ſibly required ot ail, that tay long enough 
upon the Rage of lite, to act as moral agents. £Ewery 
ranch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh axvay, John 
XY. 2. Be ust dee erred, nt itler fornicatu) „, &c. ſhall is 
brit the Kingdom of God. 1 Cor. vi. 9. See Ezek. 
XV1it. and xXx, 1f the penitent thief had lined, ſays 
our. church, and no! regarded the <vorks of faith, he 
dend hare loft his ſalvat; on again. As tor the argu- 
ment taken trom theſe words, He that bel ee. [ now, 
with the /cart unto righteouſneſs] hath everlaffing life, 
Li. e. has a title to, and a taſte of a lite of glory, 
and ſhall. have the enjoyment of it, if he continues 
% the fa'th rooted and groanded;) it is anſwered at 
large, 4th Check, p. 94, &c. 

Page 38, Mr. B. unmatks antinomianiſm in the 
following propoſition. ** / have gathered up my cus, 
reſbecting this matter; and J Ha you fee at length, 
at fixcere cbedience is nothing but a Jjack-0*-lanthor u, 
* dancing here and there and every where : no man nl 
66 pper catch hin, but thouſands have been loft by Jollowing 
6 him.” 

It I miſtake not, Mr. Berridge here exceeds Mr. 
Hill. The author of P. O. only ſuppoſes, that 
works have nothing to do betore the — 2 ot all the 
earth in the matter ot our eternal ſalvation, and that 
all believers ſhall “ fag louder” in heaven for all 
their crimes upon carth: Bur the Vicar of Everton 
repreſents frcere obedience [which is a collection of all 
the good works of upright heathens, jews, and chril- 
tians] as @ jack-o'-lanthern ; aid thouſands,” ſays he, 
** have been loft by following him. Here is a blow 
at the root !—Whart | thouſands loft by tollowing after 
Fneere obedience to God's commands! Impoſſible !— 
Our pious author, I hope, means iaffuccre obedience ; 
but it he ſtands ro what he wrote, he muſt not be 
j;rprized, it with the ** good /olks caſt in a goſpel! 

% faundery, 
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+ forndery, I ring a firc-hell,” and warn the proteſ- 
tint world againit fo capital a mittake. That, thou- 
{nds have been loſt by reſting in faithleſs, ſuperti- 
cial, hypocrincal, i/ixcere obedience, I grant: but 
Thouſands !—loſt !—by following after frcere obedt- 
ence, i. e. atter the obedience we uprightly perform 
according to the light we have !—This is as impoſ- 
lible, as that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould he when he 
teitifies, In every nat/on he that feareth God and <work- 
eth righteouſneſs is accepted of him according to one or 
another ot the divine difpenſations: He 1s accep- 
ted as a converted heathen, jew, or chriſtian. 

Had I the voice of a trumpet I would ſhout upon 
the walls of our Jeruſalem: Let no man deceive you : 
No body was ever loſt, but for xor following ater, 
or for ſtarting from ſincere obedience; chriſtian faith 
itſelf being nothing but fixcere obedience to this grand 

oſpel precept, Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chrift and thou 
Reals be ſaved. We have received apoſi'eſh'p, ſays St. 
Paul, for OBEDIENCE-TO THE FAITH among all nations, 
Rom. i. v. No adult children of Adam were ever 
eternally ſaved, but ſuch as followed after fincere obe- 
dience, at leait from the time of their laſt converſion, 
if they once drew back towards perdition. For 
Chriff, ſays the apoſtle, is the author of ETERNAL 
ſalvation to them that oztEy hin; and he undoubt- 
edly means, that obey him fircercly : He avill render 
eternal fe to them <who by patient continuance in well- 
doing, or by perſevering in “ fincere obedience,” /cet 
for glory. Has the Lord as great delight in burnt- 
offering, ſays Samuel, as in ON [and I dare ſay 
he meant fixcerely obeving] the voice of the Lard ?— 
Bchoid! [whatever folifidians may fay] to oBEy I 
better than facrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams: for rebellion [or diſobedience] is as the fin of 
witcheraft, and flubborneiſi as idolatry, Heb. v. . 
Rom. it. 7. 1 Sam. xv. 22. 


$ God, to ſhew the high value he puts upon fucere 
04776, fent Jeremiah to the Rechabites with this 
meſſage 
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wmelſage ; Thus /aith the Lord of hats, Bears ve have 
OBEYED the commandment of Jaun“ vous Huth. r, and 
t all bis precepts ; therefore Foraahb tre for of Nec ab, 
Hull not want a man to ffand before me for cher. IIis 
capital charge againſt Iſrael is that ot diſobedience. 
St. Peter, who obſerves that the believing Jews had 
un , er foul; by OBEYING te tre th, aſks, What 
Pall the end be of them that ORE Y He 827 1: And 
St. Paul anſwers, that Ci lll rome u 1 fire 
g vengeance of then — and that God will render 
irihulation and wrath ts them that do not OBEY the 
truth, but OBEY wnrightrouſne/ſs:; And even that fa- 
ious paſſage, Fe that bel.eveth on te ſon hath over- 
lafling life, and he that belicveth not the ſon, all not ſce 
%. John iii. 36, is in the original a rampart againſt 
{olifidianifm : tor in the la ſentence of it, the word 
rendered bel'ewet/h not, is not ov issvοονðũðε in oppoſi- 
tion to the firit clauſe ; but aT«Sor, an expreſſion, 
which, by ſignifying equally he cube D1$0BEYETH, and 
he who believeth not, guards the doctrine of obedience 
as ſtrongly as that of faith. | 


THIRD SECTION, 


An anſwer to Mr. B's. capital arguments 
again fincere obedience. 


H E ſerious reader probably wonders at the pi- 

ous vicar of Everton, and aſks it he ſupports 

his aſſertions againſt fincere obedience by arguments? 
Yes, he dues, and ſome of them are fo plautble, that 
the fimple can hardly avoid being deceived by them; 
nay and fome ot the judicious too: for aſking, lit 
tummer, a ſenſible clergyman, what part of Ir. B's. 
book 
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that is, under the ald Adamic covenant. 
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book he admired moſt, he convinced me cf the wa- 
ſor:vlenets of this publication by replying ** I think 
„ him moſt excellent upon frcere obedience,” A 
glaring proof this, that the impoſſibility of deceiving 
the very elect is not ahnte, and that our Lord did 
not give them an mpertinent caution when he faid, 
Take heed that no man deceive you, But let us hear 
Mr. B. | 

P. 24, ** Perhaps you think that Chriit came to 
„% ſhorten man's duty, and make it more feunble by 
„ ſhoving a commandment out of Moſes's tables, as 
„the papiſts have done; or by clipping and paring 
„all the commandments, as the moraliſts do. Thus 
+ fuctre obedience, inſtead of perfef?, is now conh- 
„ d:red as the law of works. But it Jeſus Chriſt 
* came to ſhorten man's duty, he came to give us a 
© licence to fin, For duty cannot be ſhortened with- 
* out breaking commandments. And thus Chrift 
becomes a miniſter of fin with a witneſs, and muſt 
++ be ranked at the head of antinomian preachers.” — 
To this ſpecious argument I reply : 

(r) After the fall, Chriſt was given in the promiſe 
to mankind as u Mediator ; and help vas laid upon hin: 
to make man's duty [as a redeemed finner] teaſible. 
To deny it, is to deny man's redemption. At that 
firſt promulgation of the goſpel, what St. Paul calls 
the w of faith, and St. James, the Law of liberty, 
took place. This gracious law has been in force un- 
der all the diſpenfations of the everlaſting goſpel ever 
fince. And according to its tenor in the 45 of judge- 
ment we ſhall be juſtified or condemned, Mat. xt. 37 
——(2) To aſſert that the law of liberty or the law of 


faith requires of us paradifiacal innocence, and fuch a 


ferſefion of bodily and rational powers as Adam had 
betore the fall, is to ſet Chriſt's mediation aſide; and 
to ſuppoſe, that it leaves us juſt where it found us, 
(3) The 


law of liberty neither ſhoves out, pares, nor clips 
ny zoral commandment; for it condemns a man tor 
| the 


45 | Sec. 2. 


the adultery of the eye, as well as for groſs fornica- 
tion; and tor the murder of the tongue or heart, as 
well as tor manual aſſaſſination; and it requires us to 
love God with all our heart and our neighbour as our- 
ſelves, according tothe light of our diſpenſation, and 
the talent of power we have received from above. 
He that keeps this whole law, and breaks it m one 
point [as Saul did in the matter of Agag, David in 
the matter of Uriah, Judas in the matter of Mam- 
mon, ſome Corinthians and Galatians in biting ane 
another; and ſome of the chriſtians to whom St. 
James wrote, in deſpiling the poor and ſhewing a mean 
partiality to the rich] — he, I fay, that knowingly 
and wiltully breaks this law in one point, is guilty ot 
all; and he remains under the curſe of it, till he has 
repented, and reſumed the obedience of faith. 
Therefore, when our Lord ſubſtituted the latu of liber- 
ty tor the law of innocence, he neither gave 4 a 
licence to fin,” nor ** became a minifter of fin with a 
toſtugſ, as Mr. B. raſhly athrms. — (4) The fourth 
Moſaic commandment allows zo manner of work, but 
the laſt edition ot the law of hberty allows all man- 
ner of work of neceſſity and mercy, to be done on 
the ſabbath. Our Lord therefore diſpenſes with the 
uncommon rigour, with which the jews obſerved 
that ſacred day: and if Mr. B, will call that indul- 


gence ** clipping, paring” or altering the 4th Com- 


mandment, he is at liberty: but it we break a com- 
mandment in availing ourſelves of our Lord's gra- 
cious diſpenfation, why does Mr. B. allow his man 
ſervant, his maid-ſervant, or his horſe, to work on 
the ſaturday ! Why does he not keep the /eventh day 
holy, like the circumcized race? — (5) Iunocent 
man with «impaired powers, could yield pee obe- 
dience, to the law of innocence; therefore that law 
made no allowance, no proviſion for any deficiency 
in duty. Not ſo the law of liberty: for although it 
allows no wilful fin, yet it does not reject ſprinkled, 
though as yet imperfect obedience, Nor does it, as 

| | ſome 
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ſome divines would perſuade the world, curſe the bud 
becauſe it is not yet the blofſom, or the bloſſom be- 
cauſe it is not yet the truit, or the fruit becauſe it is 
not yet ripe; provided it tends to maturity, and 
harbours not 77fincerity, the worm that deſtroys evan- 

elical obedience. It declares, that our works of 
faith are accepted according to what we have, and not 
according to «what wwe have not, It graciouſly receives 
from an heathen, the obedience of an heathen ; and 
from a babe in Chriſt, the obedience of a babe. 
And inſtead of fentencing to hell the man, whoſe 
pound has o gained fire pounds, and in whom the ſeed 
of the word has o»/y produced thirty-fold ; it kindly al- 
lows him halt the reward of him, whoſe pound has 
gained en pounds, or in whom the feed has brought 
torth fixty-fol4d. But it ſhews no mercy to the un- 
profitable ſervant, who buries his talent; and it 
threatens with forex puniſhment the wicked ſervant, 
who turns the grace of God into la/ciyionſneſs,—(6) 
„Thus fiacere obedience is now conſidered as the 


law of warks.” Not ſo: but it is confidered, 


even by jadicions Calviniſts, as that obedience, which 
the lawv of liberty accepts of, by which it. is led. 
and thro* which believers hall be iuſti fa in the greut 
day, I might fill a volume with quotations- trom 
their — but three or four will ſufficiently 
prove my aſſertion. Joſeph Alleine, that zealous 
and ſucceſsful preacher, ſays in his Srre gride ts 
heaven, or Alarm to the unconverted, Lond. i705. p. 
153, 154. The terms of mercy* [e fbeauld hae 
aid, The terms of ETERNAL /alvation}] arc * brought 
* as low as poſſible to you. God has ſtooped as low 
to finners, as with honour he can. He will nor 
* be thought a fautor of fin, nor ftain the glory of 
his holineſs; and whither could he come lower 
than he hath, unleſs he ſhould do this? He has 
* abated the impoſlible terms of the firſt covenant. 
Acts xvi. 31. Prov, xxviii, 13. He does not im- 
* poſe any thing unreaſonable or impoflible, as # 
D X 


Condition 
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condition of lite.“ [Alleine ſhould have ſaid, as a con- 
dition of ELERNAL life IN GLORY, tor God in Chriſt 

not freely gives us an vue, life of grace, betore he 
puts us upon performing any terms, in order to an 
ternal life of glory. ] Two things were neceſſary to 
* be done by you according to the firſt covenant, &c. 
Aud tor future obedicace, here he is content to yield 
to your u- cakmels, and remit the rigor, He does 
not ſtand upon” [lg] perfection &c. but is con- 
* tent to accept of fcerity, Gen. xvii. 1. Mat- 
thew Mead in his treatiſe on The good of early Obe- 
dience, London, 1683, p. 402, ſays, It muſt be an 
upright and SINCERE OBEDIENCE. Walk before me 
and be thou perfect. Gen. xvii. 1. In the margent it 
is, /ircere or upright. So that ſincerity and up- 
rightneſs is new covenant perfection. The per- 
tection of grace in heaven is glory but the per- 
tection of grace on earth is ſincerity.” Mr. Henry 
perfectly agrees with M. Mead, when he thus com- 
ments upon Gen. vi. 9. Noak cuts a juſt man and 
: perfett : He wan pertect, not with a finleſs pertec- 
tion“ [according to the firft covenant] © but a per- 
tection of ſincerity, And it is well for us, that 
by virtue of the covenant of grace, upon the ſcore 
of Chrilt's righteouſnels, frucerity is accepted as 
our golpel pertection !' — Hence it is that Dr. 
Owen ſays, a believer as /zch, ſhall be tricd, judged, 
and juſt: 'fed, *© by his c perſonal SINCERE OBEDI- 
« gxce.” Of Juſtification, p. 111. By compa- 
ring theſe fair quotations with Mr. B's argument, 
my reader, without having the fagacity of ** az old 
e fax,” will ſee that antinomianiſm has loſt all 
decency in our days, and 1s not aſhamed ro call 
&* ;ack-o*-larithorn,” &c. what the ſober Calviniſts of 
the laſt century called “ go/pet perfection. 
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$ Laſtly, to inſinuate, as Mr. B. does, that 
„ Chrift becomes a miniſter of fin with a witneſs, and 
„ miſt be ranked at the head of aiititomian freachers,” 
becauſe 
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becauſe he has ſubſtituted the larv of 1i5erty for the old 
Adamic covenant, is. ſomething to ungratetul in a 
believer, ſo aſtoniſhing in a goſpel-miniſter, that— 
But I ſpare the p/0us Vicar of Everton, and riſe againſt 
thee, O Crifpianity ! Thou haſt ſeduced that man of 
God, and upon thee. I charge his dreadtut miſtake. 
However, he will permit me to conclude this anſwer 
to his ſhrewd argument by the following query: It 
„ Chriſt becomes a minifter of fin, and muſt be ranked at 
& the head of the antinomian freachers,” tor placing us 
under the law of liberty, which curſes a tallen be- 
lie ver that breaks it in one point [though it ſhould be 
only by ſecretly harbouring malice or luſt in his heart] 
what muſt we ſay of the divines, who give us to 
underſtand, that believers are not under the law 
preached by St. James, but under directions or“ rules 
of lite,” which they may break unto adultery and 
murder, without ceaſing to be God's pleaſant child - 
ren, and men after his own heart ?——— Mutt theſe 
popular men be ranked at the head, or at the tail of the 
antinomian preachers ? 

P. 24. Mr. B. advances another argument: le 
& {incere obedience means any thing, it muſt ſignify, 
either doing what you can, or doing what you 
„ vill,” I apprehend it means neither the one 
nor the other, but doing with uprightneſs what ue 
bnocv God requires of us, according to the diſpenſation 
of grace which we are under ; meekly lamenting our 
deficiencies, and aſpiring at doing all better and bet- 
ter every day. So ave are” [not] “ got upon the old 
+ /wampy ground again, but ſtand upon the rock ot 


ages, and there defend the law of liberty againit 


miſtaken ſolifidians. 

P. 27. Mr. B. inſtead of ſhewing, that our obe- 
dence is iucere if we live in fin, and deſpiſe Chriſt's 
ſalvation, goes on mowing down all fincere obedience 
without diſtinction.—“ [perceive, ſays he, you arc not 
vet diſpoſed to renounce ſincere obedience >” and to en- 
gage us to it, he advances another argument, which, 
it it were ſound, would demoliſh, not only frcere 
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#bediruce, but true reentance, faith unfcigned, and all 
chriſtianity, To anſwer it therefore, I only need to 
produce it; ſubſtituring the words rue repentance, Or 
Faith unſeigned, tor ** ſincere obedtence,” which Mr. B. 
ridicules: thus: 

Io might hade reaſon to complain, if God had made 
* fixcere obedirnce [1 tay, true repentance, or fuith, 


unteigned} * @ condition of ſalvation : Much talk fit 


* there is, like the good man in'the moon, yet none could 
* ever ken it. I dare defy the ſcribes to tell me truly <vhat 
* ffncere” [repentance] * is : whether it means leaving 
* half" my fins, or one fiſtieth, or one hundredth part; 
ſhedding * F a ſcore tears or fifty, or one hundred. 
I dare deſy all the lawyers in the world to tell, me, 
* whether” taith unfeigned * means” believing half the 
bible, or three grarters, or one quarter, or one fiftieth, 
* or one hundredth part: Or whether it means believing 
with * © half” a grain of the faith which removes 4 
mountain-load of guilt, * or one fiſticth, or one hundredth 
* part” of a grain: Or whether it implies belicving 
with all our hearts, or with half, or three gnarters, or 
one quarter,” Sc. Where mnt we dran the lize It 
Surely needs a magic wand to draw it. See p. 27. 

I. 13. &c. | 
Mr. B. turns this flaming argument againſt fncere 
#bedignce, like the cherub's ſword, every evay. Take 
two more inttances of his kill ; ſtill giving me leave 
to level at faith unterigned, ** the total term of all ſulva 
tion,” what he ſays, againſt ſincere obedience—P. 28, 
* If God has made fincere obedience [T retort faith un- 
* teigned] Ve coxpition” [or term] © of /alvation, 
* he would certa(yly have drawn the line, and marked out 
* the boundary preciſily, becauſe oar life depended on it." 
| Page 
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Mr. B. invites me tvs to retort his bad argument againſt fin- 
eere obedience p. 94. l. 18. 1 have been praying fifteen years for 
faith suiab ſome earneſinc/s, and am not yet fofſeſt of more than half a 
£" ain. Feſus aſſures you hat a ſingle e ain, &c. would REMOVE A 
MOUSTAILN bad of g:i42 from the conſcicuce, KC. | | 
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= 


——Page 28 * Sincere obedience? [I continue to ſay, 
Faith unteig ned]! * 75 called à condition,” [or a term] 


* * . * 8 * . . 
& end 119 one knows what it 4, JE Co Oe Candition { 
* * 2 L 
* Surely Satan was the author of it, — 


2 24, Tt is Satan's catch-avord for the goſpel — P. 
38, It is nothing but a jack-d"-lanthorn, dancing here 
* and there and every where,” & c. For, p. 29, * {f 
* God has draxun no boundary, man muſt draxv it, and, 
* qvill dratu it where he pleaſeth. * Sincere obedience” 
[T ſtill retort frcere repentance, or true taith] © tus . 
* becomes a noſe of wax, and is ſo fingered as to fit ca- 
© afly every human face. I look upon this doctrine, as 
* the devil's maſter-piece, &. 

And I look upon theſe aſſertions, as the maſter- 
piece of antinomian raſhneſs, and Geneva-logic in the 
mouth of the pious Vicar of Everton. Is it not ſur- 
prizing, that he, who unmaſks the chriſtian world, 
ſhould be ſo hood-winked by Calviniſm, as not to fee, 
that there are as many ſalſt profeſſors of sINCERE 
repentance and TRUE faith, as there are of fncere ove- 
dience ; that even the Turks call themſelves muſſul- 
men, or true believers; and that he has full as much 
reaſon to call ſincere repentance, or true taith, à rote: 
buttreſs, a noſe of wax, a paper kite, a jack-d'lanthorn, 
&c. as fincere obedience ? 

What a touch has this learned divine given here to 
the ark of God, in order to prop up that of Calvin ? 
and how happy is it for religion, that this grand 
argument againit obedience, repentanee, and faith, 
is founded upon an hypothetical propoſition, p. 29. 
l. 18, Ff God has draws! no bonndary?” This ſup- 
poſition Mr. B. takes for granted, though it is evi- 
dently falſe; the boundaries of feucere obedicuce being 
full as clearly drawn in the ſcriptures as thoſe of true 
repentance, and faith unfergned, 


$ God himſelf, without *@ magie dn has 
* drawn the line, both in every man's conſcience and 
in his written word, The line of Jer obedience 
D 3 is 
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* 


33 drawn all over the ald tertament, eſpecially Ex. 
„x, Pf. xv, Ez. xviii, and Mic. vi. 8. The line ot 
Chriſtian obedience is exactly drawn all over the new 
teſtament, and moſt particularly in our Lord's fer- 
mon upon the mount: And the line of Heathen taith 
and obedience is, without the ſcripture, drawn in 
every breaſt, by the gracious light, that enlightens 
every man who comes into the world. Through this 
light even mahometans and heathens may BELIEVF 
that God is, and that he is a rewarder of them that di- 
ligently ſeek bim; and by this FaiTuH they may cv 
righteouſneſs, do to others as they would be done by, 
and fo fulfill the lau of liberty according to their diſpen- 
ſation : And that ſome do, is evident from theſe 
words of the Apoſtle : When the gentiles, <vho have not 
[written] law, do by nature [in its preſent ſtate of 
initial reſtoration, without any other aſſiſtance than 
that which divine grace vouchſates to all men univer- 
fally] the things contained in the lato; theſe having no 
(written) lato, are a law unto themſectves, and ſbecu the 
work (or precepts) of the latu written in their hearts; 
their conſcience alſo bearing witneſs, and their thoughts 
Acting or excufing one another, Rom. ii. 14, 15. 
Therefore, the dreadful blow, inadvertently ſtruck 
at all religion through the fide of fixcere obedience, is 
happily given with a broken reed: Chriſtianuty 
itands : The important term of fincere obedience, 
with reſpect to — perſons, has not Satan, but the 
bleſſed God, for its axthor ; and antinomianiſm is 

more and more unmaſked.” 
But theſe are not all Mr. Berridge's objections 
againſt obedience : For p. zo, he fays, ** wort 
«© are acondition in the goſpel covenant, then works muſt 
* make the wHOLE of it,” Why ſo? May not faith 
and repentance, 1 as they continue true and 
lively, produce good works, their pro fruit ? 
Why muſt the fruit male the hole I a tree ? 
_ Beſides, works being the evidencing cauſe of our fal- 
vation, according to the goſpel, you have no hy 
rom 


Fa 
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from ſcripture to ſav, they muſt make the whole cauſe 
of it, They agree extremely well with ſalth, the 
mftlrumental cauſe; with Chi, blood, the properly 
meritorious canſe ; and with God's mercy, the firit mow- 
ing cauſe, May I not affirm, that the motion of the 
fourth wheel of a clock, is abſolutely neceffary to its 
pointing the hour, without ſuppoſing that ſuch a 
wheel muff make the whole of the wheel-work? O 
how have the lean kine aſcending out of the lake ot 
Geneva, eaten thoſe that ted ſo long near the river 
Cam ? 
But you add, P. 30, Sincere obedience as a condition, 
' evill lead you unavoidably up to perfect obedience. And 
ſuppoſe it ſhould, pray, where would be the misfor- 
tune? Is it right to frighten the chriſtiah world from 
ſincere obedience, by holding out to their view chriſ- 
tian perfection, as if it were Meduſa's fearful head? 
Are we not commanded te go on to perfection? Was 
not this one of our Lord's complaints againſt the 
Church of Sardis? I have not found thy works per fect 
before God ? Does not St. Paul ſum up all the law, or all 
obedience in love? And does not St. fa make ho- 
nourable mention of perfect love, and excite thoſe, 
who are not made perfect in love, to have fellowſhip with 
him ? and with thoſe who could ſay, Our love is made 
A=. I — iv. 17? Why then ſhould the world 
driven from fincere, by the tear of perfef obedience ? 
Eſpecially as our Lord never required adb/olute perfec- 
tion from archangels, much ek from fallen man : 
the perfection which he kindly calls us to, being no- 
thing but a faithful improvement of our talents, accor- 
ding to the proportion of the grace given us, and the 
ſtandard of the diſpenſation we are under. So that 
upon this footing, he whoſe one talent gains another, 
obeys as perfectly in his degree, as he whoſe five talents 
gain five more. Notwithſtanding all the inſinuations 
of thoſe fiſhers of men, who beat the ſtreams of truth, 
to drive the fiſhes from chriſtian perfection into the 
antmomian net. God is not an auſtere maſter, 
| much 
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much let a fooliſh one. He does not expect to reap 
where he has not fown ; or to reap wheat where he 
ſows only barley. "Thoſe gracious words of our Lord, 
repeated tour times in the goſpel, might alone ſilence 
them that diſcourage believers from going on to the 
pertection ot obedience peculiar to their diſpenſation, 
To every one that hath to purpoſe, all be given, and 
he ſhall have abundance, he thall attain the pertection 
ot his diſpenfation ; but from him that hath not, becauſe 
he buries his talent, under pretence that his Lord re- 
quires unattainable obedience, Mall be taten arvay even 
that «which he hath. Compare Mat. xm. 12. with 
Mat. xxv. 29, Mark iv. 24, and Luke viii. 18. 


The two laſt arguments of Mr. Berridge againſt 
fincere obedience may be retorted thus. (1) FV faith 
{; a condition [or term] in the goſpel covenant, then | faith] 
a make the whole of it. But if this is true, what 
becomes of Chriſt's obedience unto death? You re- 
ply, Faith neceffarily ſuppoſes it. But you cannot 
eſcape : I follow you ſtep by ſtep, and fay, The works 
I plead for, neceſſarily ſuppoſe not only our Lord's 
obedience unto death, but fairh, which you call 
« the only term of all falvation.” (2) You ſay, 
Sincere obedience as a condition will lead you unavoidably u 
to perfet obedience, And I retort : Faith — . 
as a term or condition, will lead you unavoidably up to 

faith: For it the law of liberty commands us to 
love God cih all our ſoul, it Charges us alſo to believe 
in Chriſt ci all our heart. Act. viii. 37. Should you 
reply, I am not afraid of being ed up to perfect faith, 
I return the ſame anſwer with regard to peryect obedience. 


This argument againſt frcere obedience, taken 
from the danger of going on to the perfection of it, is 
ſo much the more extraordinary, when dropping from 
Mr. Berridge's pen, as it is demoliſhed by the words 
of his mouth, when he ſings, 


«© Thee 
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Thee we would be always bleſſing, 
„% Serve thee as thine hoſts above, 

© Pray and praiſe thee without ceating, 
Glory in thy perfect love. 


© Finiſh then thy new creation; 
Pure and ſpotleſs may we be! 

© Triumph in thy f ſalvation, 
« Perfetly reſtor'd by thee! ” 


See a Collection of divine ſongs by J. Berridge M. A. &c. 
p. 178. 


To conclude: Another argument is often urged 
by this pious author to render the doctrine of a belie- 
ver's final juſtification by the evidence of works odi- 
ous to humble ſouls. He takes it for granted that it 
encourages boaſting ; ſtill confounding the works 4 
faith, which he at times recommends as well as I, wit 
the phariſaical Cor of wnbelief, which I perpetually 
decry as well as he. But even this argument, about 
which the Calviniits make ſo much noiſe, may be re- 
torted, thus: There is as much danger ot bein 
proud of one's faith, as of one's works of faith: an 
it Mr. B. prefſes me with Rom. iii. 27, Boaſting is 
excluded by the Iaw of faith ; I reply, that, the works 
I plead tor being the works or FAITH, his argument 
makes as much tor me as for him; and I preſs him in 
my turn with Rom. xi. 18, 20, Boaft not thyſelf againſt 
the branches, T hou ftandeſft by faith. Be not high-mind- 
ed, but Har. Which ſhews, it is as poſſible, to be 

roud of faith, as of the works of faith, Nor can a 

liever boaſt of the latter, unleſs his humble faith 
begins to degenerate into vain fancy. 


Such are the capital objections, that Mr. B, in 
his unguarded zeal for the firſt goſpel axiom, has 
advanced againſt the ſecond. Should he attempt to 

exculpate 
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exculpate himſelf by ſaying, that all his — 
againſt Hucere obedience are levelled at the hypocritical 
Taten ice which phariſaic boaſters ſometimes call 
fincere: I reply, (t) It is pity he never once told 
his ace ſo. (2) Ir is turprizing that he, who 
unmaſks the chriftian «world, ſnould fo maſk himfelt, as 
to /ay juſt the reverſe ot what he means. (3) It he 
really defigns to attack infncere obedience, why does 
he not attack it As imfincere? And why does he ad- 
vance no arguments againſt it, but ſuch as would give 
the deepeſt wound to truly Ka obediencc, it they 
were conclufive 2 (4) * hat would Mir. B. fay of 
me, it I publiſhed an impious effay againſt Hue 
evor/bip in general, and to vindicate my conduct gave 
it out ſome months after, that I only meant to at- 
tack ** the worship of the hoſt”” which makes a part 
of what the papr/fs call „ divine worſhip ? Would 
fo lame an excufe clear me betore the ee. 
world? Bur, (5) the worſt is, that if Calviniſm is 
true, all Mr. B's arguments are as coneluſive againſt 


evangelical, fincere obedience, as againſt the hypo- 


critical works of phariſees: tor if Chriſtians [who 
have time to add the works chiefly recommended by 
St. James, to the /ath chiefly preached by St. Paul] 
have a full, inamiſſible title to final juſtification with- 
out thoſe works, nay with the moſt horrid works, 
ſuch as adultery and murder; is it not evident that 
the paſſport of good works and fixcere obedience, is as 
needleſs to their eternal falvation, as @ rotten — 

# paper-kite, or a jack-0'-lanthorn ? 
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hien Mr. B. grants, that our Damnation 
64 is wholly from ourſelves,” he grants that cur 
ſalvation is ſuſpended upon ſome term, which 
through grace we have power to fulfill; and in 
this caſe, unconditional reprobation, abſolute 
election, and finiſhed ſalvation, are falſe dac- 
trines; and Calvin's whole ſyſtem lands upon 


à ſandy foundation. 


HEN a man grants me Tu and two, he 
grants me four; he cannot help it. If he 
excluims againſt me for drawing the neceſſary infe- 
rence, he only expoſes himſelf before men of ſenſe.— 
Mr. B. p. 190, fully grants the ſecond goſpel axiom : 
* Our damnation, ſays he, is wholly from ourſelves : 
Nevertheleſs he declares, p. 26, that there is“ an 
my abſolute impoſſibility of” being juftified i Cor ſaved] 
„ia any manner by our cuore; and part of his book 
ſeems levell'd at this propoſition of the minutes, 
Salvation not by the merit of works, but by 
works as a condition,” Now, it I am not miſtaken, 
by granting the above-mentioned goſpel axiom, as all 
moderate Calviniits do, he grants me Mr. W's. pro- 
poſition, together with the demolition of Calviniſm : 
nas; - - 
(1) It my damnation is wholly from myſelf *, it is not 
the neceſſary conſequence of an ab/olute, effications de- 
cree of non: clection, for then my damnation would 


by 


* 


— 


By the word holly, Mr. B. cannot mean that our damnation 
may not have ſccndary cauſes, ſuch as a tempting devil, an alluring 
world, wicked company, a bad book, &c. He is too wiſe to deny 


it. All I ſuppoſe he means, as well as myſelf, is that every 1 
Ade 
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be wholly from God. Nor is it the neceſſary conſequence 
of the devil's temptation, for then it would be from 
the devil : Nor is it (upon the goſpel plan) the neceſſary 
conſequence of Adam's fall; becauſe, although I 
tell ſeminally into a ſtate of damnation in the loins of 
Adam, yet the free gift came ſeminally upon me, as 
well as aon all men, unto initial juſtification ; tor I was 
no leſs in Adam, when God raiſed him up by the true 
promiſe of a Mediator, than when he fell by the ly- 
ing promiſe of the tempter. | 

ow if my damnation is neither from any uncon- 
ditional decree of reprobation, nor from the fall of 


Adam, what becomes of Apollyon and his fiſter, the | 


great Diana? What becomes of abſolute reprobation, 
and its inſeparable companion, xxconditional election? 
What becomes of all the horrors that St. Paul is ſup- 
poſed to tather upon the God of love, Rom, ix? Ina 
word, What becomes of Calvinifm ? 

Again, If my damnation is :vholly from myſelf, af 
the u Judge of all the earth muſt damn me perſo- 
nally tor ſomething, which he had put it in my pow- 
er perſonally to do or to leave undone. My damna- 
tion then, and confequently my falvation, is necefla- 
r:ly ſuſpended on ſome term or condition, the perfor- 
mance or non-performance of which, is at xy option. 
Nor is light more contrary to darkneſs than theſe tuo 
propoſitions of Mr, B. are to each other, Our dam- 
nation is molly from ourſelves: ”” Aud, &. Pan! 
plainly ſhuts out all vori of fincere obedience, as a con p1- 
rion ” of eternal ſalvation. On the firſt, ſtand the 
minutes and the checks; on the ſecond, calviniſm and 
antinomianiſm. And as ſome of Mr, B's. readers 

| cannot 
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bate is the premary meritorious cauſe of his damnation, as di- 
vine grace in Chriſt is the primary, meritorious cauſe of our ſalva- 
tion ; although under that original, principal, leading, cauſe, there 
are inferior, inſtrumental, evidencing cauſes, ſuch as Bibles, Mi- 
niſters, religious converſation, faith, good works, &c. 
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cannot receive two incompatible propoſitions, they 
defire to know which ot them we muſt give to the 
winds, with the paper-kite of fincere obedience? 

I hope that gentleman will not endeavour to ſcreen 
Calviniſm by ſaying, that the reprobates are damned 
merely for their perſonal fins, and therefore their 
damnation is wholly from themſelves, An illuſtration 
will eaſily ſhow the fallacy of tt is argument, by which 
Calviniſm is frequently kept in countenance. 

A Monarch, in whoſe dominions all children are 
naturally born lame, makes a law, that all who ſhall 
not wall ſtrait before a certain day, ſhall be caſt into a 
fiery furnace. The terrible day comes, and myriads 
of lame culprits ſtand before him. His anger ſmokes 
againſt them, and with a ſtretched out arm he thun- 
ders: Depart from me, ye curfed, into that place of 
torment prepared for obſtinate offenders: for when 1 
bid you walk upright, ye perſiſted to go lame. Go 
burn to all eternity, and as ye burn, clear my juſtice: 
and remember, that your miſery i WHOLLY from YOUR+ 
SELVES. | "4.00 

WroLLY from OURSELVES! they reply with one 
voices: Was it ever in or power not to be born 
lame; or to walk upright in our crippled candi- 
tion? Woaſt not thou acquainted with our ratrrat 
misfortune? When a wonderful man came into 
thy kingdom, to heal the lame, didſt thou not 
order that he ſhould paſs us by? If he and his fervants 
have tantalized us with general offers of a free cure, 
doſt thou not know, they were complimental, lying 
offers? Haſt thou forgotten, how thou ordered'ſt the 
loving Phyfician who wept over us, never ta prepare 
one | 4 of his purple tincture for us? And how thy 
© ſecret will ” bound us with the inviſible chains of 
an efficacious decree of preterition, that we might 
never come at that precious remedy? in a word, was 
it not from the beginning thy fixt determination, that 
as we are born lame and helpleſs ſubjects to thy crown ; 
ſo we ſhould remain the lame and remedileſs victims of 
thy wrath? If therefore * wilt ſhow the boundleſs 

| extent 


— 


„„ Sect. 4. 
extent of thy grim ſovereignty, by caſting us into 
that flaming abyſs, do it; tor we cannot reſiſt thee; 
but do not pretend that we have pull'd down thy 
wrath upon us. Rob, O rob us not of the only alle- 
viation, that our deplorable caſe can admit of, viz. 
the comfort of thinking, that our deſtruction is Tot 
from ourſelves. If thou wilt be fierce as a lion, at 
leaſt be not hypocritical as a crocodile. 

Hear, ye Heavens, replies the abfolute monarch, 
give ear O Earth, and judge of the juſtice of my procee- 
dings againſt theſe lame culprits. In conſequence of 
a permiſſive, effcacions decree of mine, five or fix 
thouſand years ago, one of their anceſtors brought 
lameneſs upon himſelf and upon them: therefore 
t heir neceſſary lameneſs and the fearful deſtruction 
with which I am going to puniſh their lame ſteps, 


are wholly from themſelves, Are not my ways equal, 


and theirs unequal? And far from being a crocodile 
towards them, am I not a lamb in whoſe mouth 1s 


no guile ? Or at leaſt a lion, who like that of the tribe 
of Judah, uſe my ſovereign power only according - 


to the cleareit dictates of juſtice and equity? Out 
of thine own mouth, reply the wretched culprits, the 
world of rational beings will condemn 'thee, thou 
true king of terrors! Thou acknowledgeit that 
thouſands of years before we were born one of our 
anceitors brought upon us the zeceſſary lameneſs, in 
conſequence of which we muſt be caſt into that fiery 
furnace, without having ever had it in our power to 
take one ſtrait ſtep; and yet thou ſayeſt that our de- 
ſtruction is wholly from ourſelves! If thou wert not 
loſt to all ſenſe of equity and regard for truth, thou 
wouldſt ſay, that our condemnatibn is not from our- 
felves, but wholly from a man whom moſt of us never 
heard of: unlefs thou waſt the grand contriver of the 
fall, which brought on his lameneſs and ours; and 
in that cafe our EefiruRion is far leſs from him than 
from 2hy/elf. Beſides, thou haſt publiſhed a decree, 
1 which thou declareſt, They ſhall ſay no more, The 

father 
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fathers hawe eaten a ſour grape, and the children's teeth 
are ſet on edge : but every one ſhall die for his oN 
IN Ihr. Behold all ſouls are mine, as the ſoul of the 
father, ſo alſo the foul of the ſon is mine, The ſoul that 
finneth it ſhall die the death thou deſigneſt us. Now 
iniquity that we could never perſonally help, au 
«iniquity cauſed by one of our anceſtors, can never 
be our own iniquity contradiſtinguiſhed tron that or 
ens fathers, If thou didſt caſt all the aſſes of thy 
kingdom into thy fiery furnace, becauſe they do not 
bray as melodioufly as the nightingale ſings ; or all 
the ravens, becauſe they are not as white as ſwans; 
couldit thou with any truth ſay, Their torments are 
«holly from themſelves? And haſt thou any more rea- 
ſon. to ſay that our perdition is from ourſelves, when 
thou burneft us merely tor our zatural, neceſſary lame- 
nets, and tor the lame ſteps that it has naturally and 
xee/Trily occaſioned ? | 
Ihe judicious reader will enter into this illuſtra- 
tion, without being preſented with a key of my own 
making; and — his candor and good ſenſe 
with that buſineſs, I draw the following inferences 
from the ſecond goſpel-axiom which Mr. B. has 
explicitly granted. (1) God does not prevaricate, 
but ſpeaks a melancholy truth when he ſays, O [fract 
THOU haſt deſtroyed THYSELF. (2) Every reprobate 
is hig own deſtroyer, not only becauſe he has wilfully 
finned away the juſtification mentioned Rom. v. 18, 
by which all infants are entitled ro the kingdom of 
heaven; but alſo becauſe he wiltully rejects the 
falvation really prepared for, and fincerely offered to 
him in Chriſt, (3) According to the ſecond cove- 
nant we are never in a ſtate of perſonal damnation, 
till we have perfonally buried the talent of that grace, 
which bringeth ſalvation, and hath appeared to all men. 
(4) Calvinifm which teaches the reprobates fully to 
exculpate themſelves, and juſtly to charge God with 
fhuttling, lying, __— cruelty, and hypocriſy, 
2 18 
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is a ſyſtem that does the reprobates infinite honour, 
and the divine pertections unſpeakable injury. And 
(5) When Mr. B. maintains, that “ owr damnation 
n wholly from owr/ebves,” he maintains indirectly, 
that the minutes and Checks, which neceſſarily ſtand 
or fall with that goſpel axiom, are truly ſcriptu- 
ral, Thas, like other pious Calviniſts“, he gives 

us 
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The warm author of a pamphlet entitied © Dy. Crifp's gi, or 
* check upon checks: being a bridle for antizomians, and a whip (5 
« Pelagian and Arminien Methodifts,” with this motto, Withors ave 
dozs, and whoſoever loverh and maketh a lic; defigned, it ſeems, to 
whip the Arminian dogs, and to prove that Flavel, Baxter, Wil. 
lams, and I, make a lie, when we repreſent Dr. Criſp as an abettor 
of antinomian dotages” — This warm author, I ſay, informs us 
that even Dr. Criſp, overcome by the glaring evidence of truth, 
once faid : “ 1 muſt read the fearful doom of all, who have not 
learned this leſſon [| denying rngodiineſs ] and are not yet taught it 
« of God, &c. They are yet in the gall of bitterneſs and in the 
«< bond of iniquity, and have not their part in this matter. I ſay, 
« as yet, this is their fearful doom, and if they continue thus un- 
taught their leſſon, there can be no ſalvation by grace for them. 
« Not every one that ſays, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the King- 
« dom of Heaven, but he that darh the will of my Father which is 
% in heaven, &c. Some licentious ungodly wretches, I know, 
* reply, though to their own ruin, xc. that Chriſt juſtifies the un- 
« godly, and we are ſaved by faith without works: but alas! they 
obſerve not how cunningly the devil equivocates to lull them aſſerp 
in their ungodly practices. It is true indeed that Chriſt juſtifies 
the ungodly, that is, he finds them ungodly when he imputes his 
« righteouſneſs to them: but he docs not leave them ungodly after 
he has inſpired them, he teacheth them to deny — 2 
He attords no cloak to perſeverance in ungodlinefs, but will come 
in flaming fire, with his mighty angels to render vengeance unto 
« ſuch. He that denies not ungodlineſs, him will Chriſt deny be- 
« fore his Father which is in heaven. Why then wilt thou be de- 
« luded with Ross SoPHISTRY, in foclear a SUNSHINE of the 
« goſpel? Is not the light fo bright that thine own heart checks 
« thee? Andif thine heart condemns thee, God 1s greater, and 
« ſearches all things.” 
$ Hail! Crifp. Far from checking my checks, and whipping the 
Armin an dog, in an happy moment thou manfully fighieſt St. 
| James's 
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an excellenk doſe of antidote to expel antinomian 
E 3 poiſon 


James's battle; thau calleſt the doctrine of the checks“ ſumſbine; 
and wulrersr thine own fpeculative error out of the church as 
ho £7045 Jophiftry.” : i 0 

Dr. Criſp ſ as quoted by this Opponent] almoſt diſcovered once the 
important difference between the falvation of a ſinner, previous to 
works; and the ſalvation of a telterer, cmpegrrent upon works. 

His excellent words run thus. © Ir is true alſo, we are ſaved 
„% by faith without works, but here alſo Satan equivacates as grotly 
« as in the other caſe; for though faith only ſaves without works 
* etticiently, YET NOT CONSEQUENTIALLY,as I ſaid before: that 
« is, though faith only faves, yet that faith mult not be alone that 
% ſaves, but mult be attended with it's fruits, to wit, denying un- 
« godlinefs; elſe it is fo far from ſaving, that it is but a dead faith, 
„% and he is but a vain man that has no better, as St. James well af- 
« fixms. The perſon believing muſt deny ungodlineſs, though 
„this denial works not his ſalvation. f this is very true, if it is 
underitood either of initial falvation, or of the piu canſe of eter- 
nal ſalvation ] © Our Saviour fpeaks to the ſame purpoſe, & good 
tree bringeth forth good fruit: he does not fay the fruit makes 
it a good tree, yet the good fruit is inſeparable. I fpeak not of 
« quantities or degrees, &c. but of the truth, to wit. a real and /in- 
« core denial of ung,. Excellent ' To whip the dogs the Rev. 
Mr. P---l, needs only prove, that when David robbed Uriah of the 
ewe-lamb that lay in his boſom, tried to kill his foul with drunken- 
nefs, and treacheroully kilV'd his body with the ſword of the Am- 
monites, he * rea/ly and ſincerely denied rngodiineſs.” And that his 
faith produced the good fruit, which is INSEP ARABLE from ſaving 
faith. The moment this is done, I promiſe the public to clear pious 
Calviniſts in general from the charge of ſfecrlative Antinomianiſm, 
Dr. Criſp in particular from that of glaring conradiftion and his 
zealous fecond, who accuſes me with © groſs falfitics,”” from Calvi- 
niftic rathnets. 

We can no morc exculpate warm Calviniſts, when they betray 
hoFnefs into the hands of practical antinomians, becauſe they now 
and then ſpeak honovrably of good works; than we can clear Pon- 
tius Pilate, from the guilt of delivering the Methah to the Jews, be- 
cauſe he once ſolemnly 43% water, and waſhed his hands before the 
mneitude, ſaying, T find no fault in this j t perſon ; I am innocent of his 
blot: See ye 19 it. If the reverend author of the Whip for the 
Arminians conſiders this, or if he turns to IV. Check p. 40, where 
I produce D. Williams's obſervation concerning Dr. Criip's inc en- 
Jſtency, he will probably be lefs forward in checking Checks, that he 
has nat candidly confidered; and in making whips for the back of 
his honeft ne:ghbours, leſt fome of them ſhould: take them from 
him to Jail: hi miltakes and chaſtiſe his precipitation, 
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poiſon. But who ſhall recommend it to the Calvi-f 
- miſtic world? Mr. Wefley they will not hear: My 
Checks they will not read. Go then, . waliant 
* Sergeant, IF. Thou comeſt from Everton, 
thereture thou ſhalt be welcome. Thou knoweſt the 
way to the cloſets of ſoliſidians; nay thou art there 
already with The Chriftian world unmaſked.” 


FIFTH SECTION. 


Mr. B. candidly grants the conditionality 
of Perſeverance, - conſequently of Election, 
by ſhowing much reſpect to Sergeant IF,” 
who ©* guards the camp of ſeſus: But ſoon 

picking a quarrel with the valiant Sergeant ; 
he diſcharges him as a Few, opens the camp 
to the antinomians by oppoſing to them only a ſham 
centinel, and ſhows the 7 of Calviniſm 

in a moſt * light. 


HE pious author of De Chriftian World un- 
; Ls : 1 the Calviniſtic doctrine of 
wiconditional which he confounds with 
the * dofrine of conditional everance, 
. Pe L94. ſays with great truth, provided he had ſpo- 
ken of the latter: „ affords a ſtable prop to up- 
right minds, yet lends no wanton to corrupt 
** hearts, fo Aer - 4 ng word phe 
and keeps rs to check the forward. The 
* atte on this doctrine, is Serjeant ; 
« tn — but lofty in fignificance ; a very 
.*© valiant tho" a monoſyllable. Kind notice 
* has n 
« his 
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„ his apoſtles; and much reſpect is due unto him, 
6 from all the Lord's recruiting officers, and every 
« ſoldier in his army. Pray Liſten to the Serjeant's 
© ſpeech: [P ye continue in my wuerd, then are ye my 
„ diſciples indeed, John, viii. 31. IF ye do theſe things, 
« ye Hall never fall, 2 Peter, i. 10. F what ye 
„% have heard ſhall abide in you, ye ſhall continue in the 
% Son and in the Father, 1 Joh. tt. 24. We are —_— 
% takers of Chrift, If we hold fledfaft unto the end. Heb. 
4 iii · 14. Whoſe loaleth and continueth (that is, IF he that 
© looketh, doth continue) ia the perfect law of liberty, 
& that man ſhall be bleſſed in his deed. Jam. 1. 25.” 
——And again, p. 194. Ir backſliders fancy, 
they muff all be reſtored by repentance, becauſe 
++ David was reſtored, and Peter was; they might 
as well ſuppoſe, they muſt all be tranſlated into 
„% Heaven without dying“, becauſe Enoch and Eli- 


jah were.” p. 199, l. 17th. 


$ Upon this of doctrine, we are ready to 
12 „ and ſhake hands with 2 
lviniſt brethren. All that we deſire of them; in 
order to a laſting agreement, 1-—(1) To conſider 
what is implied in the preceding conceſhons; and not 
to gag Sergeant /F, when RY ſpeaks the 
very words of the captain of our ion, or thoſe of 
the Apoſtles his lieutenant :—(2)Not to call 


him a Galatian, or a Papift, when he is found in com- 
-pany with St. James.— (3) Not to enter an action 
againſt him, for diſturbing the peace of thoſe back fli- 
ders, who having denied the faith, and loſt their firſt 
| , love 


Here Mr. B. in a fit of legality far exceeds the limits of the 
truth, which I maintain in the checks: for he infiguates, that the 
recovery of backſliders is as improbable as their bodily trauſlation 
into heaven. For my part, ſevere as I am repreſented to backſliders, 
I believe their return is ten thouſand times more probable, than their 
going to heaven as Enoch and Eljah did. 
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love, now quietly hug a boſom ſin, or take their Lao- 
dicean reſt on the pillow of /e//-election;—(4) Not to 
put him under arreſt, for heading a platoon of thoſe, 
whom ſome of the abſolute elect call 4/259/0n/an;, be- 
cauſe they dont the truth of won ditional election, or 
election without /F; and chute to fire at %, ruther 
than at their captain, —And (5) not to ſay to him, 
Hail Sergeant, kiffing him as it he were a good chrit- 
tian, in order to betray him with ſome decency into 
the hands of the antinomians, as a ** circumciſed 
cainff, | | 
Whether my pious Opponent has not treated th 


honeſt ſergeant in that manner, I leave the candid 


reader to determine. Yet take notice,” ſays he, 
p. 194] ** that ſergeant IF, is not ot Jewiſh but 
«« Chrittian parentage; not ſprung trom Levi, tho” 
* a fon of Abraham; no centinel of Moſes, but a 
„ watchman for the camp of Jeſus. He wears no 
«*« dripping beard, like the circumciſed race; and is 
© no legal bluſtering condition to purchaſe man's ſal- 
+ vation, but a modes goſpel evidence to prove the 
„truth of grace. He tells no idle tales“ Enough, 
rev: Sir, it “ he tells no idle tales, he does not cavil 
and quibble, much leſs does he deny his proper 
name, and well known meaning. Altho' he no more 
dreams of ** purchaſing man's ſalvation” than you 
do, yet he is conditional % Sergeant % a very walz- 
ant guard to the ſcriptural doctrine ot perſeverance, 
and an irreconcileable enemy to Calvin's election, and 
antinomian dotages.” 


O ye Oppoſers of the ſecond goſpel axiom, 

* Pray come and feep /''—See calviniſm ** unmaſked ” 
by one of your principal leaders, who ſhews to the 
- world the futile foundation of your doctrines of grace 
— Thanks be to his humourous honeſty, we fee now 
that thoſe famous doctrines ſtand upon the ſuper- 
metaphyſical difference there is, between / and / 
between Jewiſh /, and Chriſtian ; legal Z, and 
evan- 
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evangelical I; If, at Madely, and J½ at Evertons 
When IF, the culprit, appears in the Foundery- 
pulpit, he tells idle tales, it ſeems! he ſhly diſguiſes 
himſelf! But when J½ the orthodox, ſhews him- 
felf in the deſk at ® * *, (for it is to be feared, that 
he ſeldom appears in the pulpit wakantly to guard 
bible perſeverance) he never equivocates ! hen 
he ſays to people that never ſtood, or to people that 
can never fall, IF ye do theſe things ye ſhall never fall, 
&c. He is not a condition, and yet he never ſhutflles ! 
Theſe are ſtrange hints indeed ! 


Patient Reader, it me to try, by the follow- 
ing queſtions, the ſolidity of the Calviniſtic diſanc- 
tion between I and IF, which ſupports the amazi 
weight of the great Diana, (t) When the goſj 
ſaid to David, IF thou doſt theſe things thou ſhalt never 
Fall, and he fell into adultery : was ſergeant IF, a Mo- 
DEST goſpel evidence to prove the truth of his grace? 
And ſuppoling he was ſuch a modeff evidence, did he 
„ lend no <vanton cloak to a heart?” ———» (2) 
When our Lord ſaid to the young ruler, F thou wilt 
| be perfect, ſell all; was ſergeant F of Fewiſh, or 

Chriflian parentage ? (3) How I know when 
the tis * 4 centinel of Moſes,” or when he is 
* a watchman for the camp of Jeſus?” Should you 
anſwer, A Fewiſh F wears a dripping beard, you may 
indeed by ſuch an argument convince, and entertain 
ſome Calviniits ; but you leave me quite in the dark; 
and with ** /ome wery honeft folks, who are ca in a 
goſpel foundery, inſtead of ** ringing a fire- bell,“ I ſmile 
at your wit and orthodoxy, but can no more under- 
ſtand what you mean by an IF * with a-dri 
beard” than you could conceive what I would be at, 
it E-ſpoke of a Te, with a long tail, ora P 
with ful horns. — (4) How ſhall I diſtinguiſh 
a ** legal” from an evangelical /*? Should you ſay, 
that the Aal, bluftering ”” ſergeant wears an halberd, 
but the evangelical mild V has no weapon at all: I 
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aft, What bufineſs has an unarmed IF in“ the camp 
of Jeſus? Why do you call him “a ſergeant? Is 


he not a ſham ** centinel ” a ridiculous ſcare- crow, to 


deceive the ſimple, rather than ** a wery waltant 
guard to check the forward?” '—(5) How ſhall I 
make a difference between an Everton Zf, anda 
Madely 7? When FT have read my bible in both 
places, I have always found the ſergeant exactly of 
the ſame ſtature ; he always appeared in the fame black 
regimentals ; and to this day a Madely exactly anſ- 
wers to the deſcription, that the pious vicar of Ever- 
ton gives of him. He is @ monoſyllable, low in 
„ flature, but of lofty fignificance;” Whereas the 
Everton /, is yet loxwer in ffgnificauce than in faturen, 
fince you make it fignity juit nothing. Should you 
reply, that a Madely / 18 ** like one of the circums- 
* ciſed race; I anſwer, that although, eleven years 
ago I circumciſed him with an antinomian knife, yet 
I did not quite mutilate him. But I could name a 
goſpel miniſter, who has ** ſerved more than three 
apprenticeſhips at a noted hall of phyſic,” by whom 
the unhappy ſergeant has not only been ** circrm- 
ciſed,” but quite emaſculated, yea deprived of his 
very vitals. For when FF, in the ve quoted 
ſcriptures, is abſolutely diveſted of conditionality, 
and turned into an unneceflary evidence of grace, 
which the ele can do without, as well as David and 
Solomon; may it not be compared to a dead ſer- 
t, whoſe Ba and heart are pulled out; and 
whoſe ill-ſmelling remains, far from being a vali- 
ant guard” againſt the forward, prove an entici 
— unclean birds, who fly about in ſearch of a 


Excuſe, reader, this prolix and ludicrous defence 
of the Sergeant. The ſubject, tho' treated in ſo 
queer a manner, is of the utmoſt importance; for the 
minutes, the checks, and the ſecond goſpel _ 
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ſtand or fall with ſergeant IT. If he is a coward 
knave, or a cypher, antinomianiſm will ſtill prevaił; 

but it he recovers his true and lofty ffenificance, he 
will ſoon rid the church of antinomian dotages.” As 
« much reſpect is due unto him, and to St. James's 
undefiled religion, which the ingenious book I quote 
indirectly undermines, I thought it my duty to ** open 
my bag ” alſo, and let out a ferret, or to ſpeak ex- 
actly the language of Everton, „ Fox to chaſe 
« a ftragling gooſe hard at hand. notice how- 
ever, that, by the goo/e, I do mean the tru- 
by reverend uwthor of the World aum, for he has 
colt enough, and to ſpare; but the rwadling dame. 
Calviniſtic contradiction, alias Logica — P4 
And now, reader, I lay her before thee, not to make 
thee ** n upon her amid a deal of cackling 
«© fic,” but that thou wouldſt help me to. nail her 
up to the everlaſting doors of the temple of truth, 
as ſportſmen do cranes and foxes to the doors of 
their rural buildings. 1 N 
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CONCLUSION. 


Were I to conclude theſe ſtrictures u the dan» 
ge rous tenets, inadvertently advanced, and happiy 
contradicted, in The Chrifltian <world unmaſked, with- 
out profeſſing my brotherly love and fincere reſpe for 
the ingenious and pious Auther ; I ſhould wrong him, 
myſelt and the cauſe which I defend. I only do him 
' Juſtice when I ſay, that few, very few of our elders, 
equal him in devotedneſs to Chriſt, zeal, diligence, 
and miniſterial ſucceſs. His indefatigable labours in 


the wond and doctrine, entitle him to a double ſhare of 


honour; and I invite all my readers to effeem him with 
me highly in love for his Maſter's, and 4is awor#s ale: 
iatreating them not to'undervalue his vital piety, on 

account 
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